The dialect is remarkable for its rich vowel system, which illustrates a phonetic five-height system in the front unrounded series. The complexity in the vocalic part of its phonology is further enhanced by the liberal occurrence of the glides [ ′, ] in coda position. As is the case in standard Dutch, it would appear to be useful to distinguish between a 'basic' phonological system and a 'marginal' one; the latter comprises segments and structural possibilities that are confined to recent loans, onomatopoeias, and interjections. 'Marginal' items are put in parentheses, as are allophonic segments. 
Consonants
In proper names and loans, [ , , , ] [%] is a uvular or pre-uvular trill with a fricative component, the latter element being particularly prominent in the coda, where the consonant is partially devoiced.
Vowels
The dialect has 28 stressable oral vocalic nuclei: seven short lax vowels, three short tense vowels, twelve long (tense or lax) monophthongs, and six diphthongs, of which three are centring and three are closing. Among the short vowels, eight have approximately the same quality as their long counterparts. Traunmüller (1982) , cited in Ladefoged and Maddieson (1996: 289 Berg et al. (1983: 36) , Van Moorsel (1996: vii) , and Hermans et al. (1998: 40) , which neither LH nor OH have. Van Moorsel (1996: vii) 
Vowel plus glide
Like many southeastern dialects, Weert allows short lax vowels to be followed by [≡′, ϕ] in the coda, by the side of long vowels, which latter possibility it shares with the standard language. When preceded by a short vowel, the glide can be followed by a tautosyllabic consonant. These are the combinations that occur: ) ] 'he was given a good beating'. Preconsonantal (near-)minimal pairs can easily be found:
Prosody
Although Weert is usually included in the Limburgian, Ripuarian, and Mosel-Franconian geographical area with lexical tone (as on the map in Gussenhoven and Bruce 1999, which is based on Peeters and Schouten 1989 , Schmidt 1986 , and Wiesinger 1975 , and its dialect is described as having a tonal contrast by Verhoeven (1992) , and Verhoeven and Connell (1992) , it is in fact non-tonal (Heijmans 1999) . It has an intonation system which is very similar to that of the standard language. The reason why it has been classified as tonal is probably that wellknown tonal minimal pairs in the more easterly dialects, like [ & ] 
Stress and accentuation

